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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Preliminary Amendment, received on 27 May 2005, has been entered into 
record. In this amendment, claims 1-10 have been cancelled, and claims 11-20 have 
been added. 

2. Claims 1 1 -20 are presented for examination. 

Priority 

3. The claim for priority from PCT/EP03/13226 filed on 25 November 2003 is duly 
noted. 

4. Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 1 1 9(a)-(d), which 
papers have been placed of record in the file. 

Specification 

5. The abstract of the disclosure is objected to because lines 1 -3 do not form a 
complete sentence. Correction is required. See MPEP § 608.01(b). 

6. The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: 

a. In page 2, line 27: "wants to effect" should read -wants to affect-; 

b. In page 3, line 2: "are possible" should read -are possible.-; 
Appropriate correction is required. 



Claim Objections 

7. Claims 11,16-19 are objected to because of the following informalities: 
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a. In claim 1 1 , line 5: "the registered, person-specific feature" lacks 
antecedent basis; 

b. In claims 16 and 17, line 2: "the stored, person-specific features" is 
unclear if it relates to "stored features" (claim 1 1 , line 5); 

c. In claim 18, line 9: "a person-specific feature" is unclear if it relates to "at 
least one person-specific feature" (claim 18, lines 2-3); 

d. In claim 19, line 4: "user-specific data" is unclear if it relates to "user- 
specific data" (claim 19, line 3). 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Drawings 

8. The replacement drawings were received on 27 May 2005. 

9. The drawings are objected to because the numbers, letters, and reference 
characters do not measure at least 1/8 inch in height. See 37 CFR 1 .84(p)(3). 
Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1 .121(d) are required in reply to 
the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended replacement 
drawing sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate prior version 
of the sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. The figure or figure number of an 
amended drawing should not be labeled as "amended." If a drawing figure is to be 
canceled, the appropriate figure must be removed from the replacement sheet, and 
where necessary, the remaining figures must be renumbered and appropriate changes 
made to the brief description of the several views of the drawings for consistency. 
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Additional replacement sheets may be necessary to show the renumbering of the 
remaining figures. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an application 
must be labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New Sheet" 
pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121 (d). If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, the 
applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next Office 
action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 0. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

1 1 . Claims 11-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(b) as being anticipated by Ortiz 
(US 2002/0091937 A1). 

As to claim 1 1 , Ortiz discloses a system and method for random biometric 
authentication, the system and method having: 

requesting at least one person-specific feature (i.e. biometric attribute) 
of the user (Abstract, lines 2-5); 

registering the person-specific feature with a sensor (0027, lines 2-6); 
comparing the registered, person-specific feature with stored 
features (Abstract, lines 9-12); 
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granting access to the user upon matching of the registered, person- 
specific feature with one of the stored features (Abstract, lines 7-9). 
As to claim 12, Ortiz discloses: 

wherein the person-specific feature is a fingerprint (0030, lines 1-6). 
As to claim 13, Ortiz discloses: 

wherein the person-specific feature is an iris image (0030, lines 1-6). 
As to claim 14, Ortiz discloses: 

wherein the person-specific feature is randomly selected (0033, lines 

3-6). 

As to claim 15, Ortiz discloses: 

wherein a plurality of person-specific features are requested (0033, 
lines 3-6). 
As to claim 16, Ortiz discloses: 

wherein the stored, person-specific features are stored in a data 
memory of the device (0045, lines 1-3). 
As to claim 17, Ortiz discloses: 

wherein the stored, person-specific features are stored in a central 
memory, to which the device is connected via a data bus (12, 14, Figure 1; 
0045, lines 1-3). 

12. Claims 18-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Kinsella (US 2002/0150282 A1). 
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As to claim 18, Kinsella discloses a system and method for providing user access to a 
secured application using a fingerprint sensor with feature authentication, the system 
and method having: 

at least one sensor (70, Figure 2); 
a programmable logic controller (240, Figure 2); 
a data bus for connecting said at least one sensor to said 
programmable logic controller (230, Figure 2), 

wherein said at least one sensor includes means for registering a 
person-specific feature of the user (0107, lines 1-10). 
As to claim 19, Kinsella discloses: 

a portable unit containing user-specific data (80, 105, Figure 1C); 
a registration unit at the device, which reads user-specific data from 
said portable unit (0107, lines 1-10). 
As to claim 19, Kinsella discloses: 

wherein said portable unit is an electronic key (i.e. providing access) 
(0020, lines 14-19; 0027, lines 3-12). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Sarah Su whose telephone number is (571) 270-3835. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday 7:30AM-5:00PM 
EST.. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ayaz Sheikh can be reached on (571) 272-3795. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Sarah Su/ 

Examiner, Art Unit 2131 
/Ayaz R. Sheikh/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2131 



